
Back to School 2021



Welcome from the Head of School 

Now entering its twenty-sixth year, Dominion is blessed to hold one 
of  the highest average high school SAT scores in one of  the best-
performing counties in the country.  Our juniors and seniors 

routinely earn strong scores on AP exams, and they consistently matriculate to 
colleges of  choice.  Meanwhile, our K-8 students average in the top quartile 
nationally on standardized tests.  As parents, we need to know that an academic 
institution has its act together, so those data points are reassuring.  Yet, none of  
them describe the heart and core of  Dominion. 

This summer, a portion of  my attention has been given to the prominent role 
of  culture in our personal formation.  Our life experiences; the people around 
us; the regions in which we live; the friends we choose; and yes, the schools and 
churches we attend - these all play a significant role in shaping who we become.   

It will be wonderful to be together in close community again so that we may 
redouble efforts to raise our children well, reigniting Dominion’s culture of  high 
expectations characterized by the love of  Christ and for one another.  As we 
come back together, may we be sure that Dominion continues to be defined by 
grace-filled relationships; dignified, humble, and virtuous living; the pursuit of  
scholarship to the glory of  God; and a willingness to fail, persevere, and give 
one another the benefit of  the doubt.  These are the things that matter most 
about our community because they shape not only the mind, but also the heart 
and character of  our children. 

We are eager to have you back in our hallways and classrooms, and we look 
forward to serving you.  Welcome to the 2021-2022 academic year!



COVID-19 Protocols for the Start of School
All students, faculty, & staff  with a fever of  
99.4 or higher or symptoms of  COVID-19 
must remain home until approval to return 
to school has been granted. 

Unvaccinated students, faculty, & staff  who 
have a household member diagnosed with or 
showing clear symptoms of  COVID-19 
must remain home until approval to return 
to school has been granted. 

Unvaccinated students, faculty, & staff  are 
asked to maintain 3 feet of  distance from 
others when practical. 

State guidance currently allows schools to 
empower parents/staff  to make their own 
choices regarding face coverings; Dominion 
will be mask optional. 

Parents and staff  must communicate to the 
head of  school any COVID-19 diagnoses or 
known exposures (15 minutes or more 
within 6 feet of  someone diagnosed within 
48 hours of  contact) by an unvaccinated 
individual. 

Classes will be held outdoors, windows will 
remain open, and HEPA filtration will be 
used when practical. 

Hand washing and respiratory etiquette will 
be encouraged; facilities will be disinfected 
daily. 

It may be necessary to quarantine 
unvaccinated students or staff  who are 
exposed to COVID-19.

Back to Normal! 
• Athletic programs operate on regular 

schedules 

• Social events & field trips are permitted 

• Oakton classrooms return to original 
configurations (walls replaced), and 
lunch/recess operates on normal 
schedules 

• Reston fall retreat & class trips proceed 

• Reston class changes, bell schedule, & 
morning meeting function normally 

• Reston house events/gatherings are 
permitted 

• Reston student advisory program to 
return to individual meetings 

• Singing, shared supplies & equipment 
are permitted 

• All learning is in person, no virtual 
options available 

• Oakton/Reston shuttle returns to normal 
schedule 

• Oakton/Reston pizza lunches resume 
(order form in the first weekly newsletter) 

• Upper School seminars/formal Fridays 
(dress uniforms) resume for grades 9-12

Reminder: The formal uniform will be used this year; if  you did not  
purchase one last year, please do so before the start of  school.

Please note: This page represents the plan for starting 
school.  Activities, policies, and procedures are subject to 
ch a n g e d e p e n d i n g u p o n r e q u i r e m e n t s t h e 
Commonwealth of  Virginia may put into place.



Important Dates 
9:00-9:45 a.m. (at Reston) 
New Parent & Student Orientation (7-12) 
& Supply Drop-Off

Learn about school policies and procedures 
before your first day, and receive your course 
schedules.  This is a required meeting for all 
seventh grade parents who have not had an 
upper school sibling enrolled in the school in the 
previous four years AND for all parents with 
students in grades 7-12 who are new to 
Dominion.  Please bring supplies to place in 
lockers. 

10:45-11:30 a.m. (at Oakton & 
Potomac Falls) 
New Parent Orientation (K-6) & Supply 
Drop-Off 
Learn about school policies and procedures 
before your first day.  This meeting is required 
for all parents of new students in grades K-6. 

1:00-2:30 p.m. (at Potomac Falls) 
Supply Drop-off for Returning Families


1:00-4:30 p.m. (at Oakton & Reston) 
Supply Drop-off for Returning Families 

7:30-8:15 p.m. (on Zoom) 
Athletic Orientation, Grades 5-12

Attendance required in order to participate in 
Dominion athletics; Zoom information to be 
emailed to all families by Peter Mun, Dominion’s 
athletic director. 

Aug

31

Sept

1

First Day of School! 

8:00-8:25 a.m. 
Reston drop off


8:00-8:35 a.m. 
Oakton & Potomac Falls drop off


3:15-4:00 p.m. 
Oakton & Potomac Falls pick up


3:35-4:00 p.m. 
Reston pick up*


4:00 p.m. 
After Hours students in Reston must be 
picked up at this time


* Please note: Students may not remain at the 
Reston Campus after 4:00 p.m.  Parents who 
cannot pick up by this time must make 
arrangements to meet at a nearby alternate 
location (McDonald’s, One Life Fitness, etc.).


9:00-10:00 a.m. (at Oakton) 
Convocation for Oakton & Reston

Parents of Reston and Oakton students are 
invited to join us as we dedicate the 2021-2022 
academic year to God.  IMPORTANT: Reston 
students must be dropped at the Oakton 
Campus at 8:45 a.m. on this day. 

9:00-10:00 a.m. (at Potomac Falls) 
Convocation for Potomac Falls

Parents of Potomac Falls students are invited to 
join us as we dedicate the 2021-2022 academic 
year to God.  Several seniors from Reston will 
join this service as well.

Sept

10

Sept

17



Important Dates 
7:30 p.m. 
Oakton & Potomac Falls Back to 
School Night (at Oakton) 

7:30 p.m. 
Reston Back to School Night (at 
Reston)


9:00 a.m. 
Student Pictures-Potomac Falls

Formal uniforms must be worn. 

9:00 a.m. 
Student Pictures-Oakton & Reston

Formal uniforms must be worn. 

Please note: School photographers have been 
impacted significantly by COVID shut downs.  
All of them are temporarily paring back services.  
We will be unable to secure a picture make-up 
day.  If your son/daughter will be absent, please 
contact our offices; the school will do its own 
make-up photos for the yearbook.

Sept

13

Sept

20

Nov

4

Nov

5

Back to School Night:  
A New Format!

COVID brought its share of  challenges, 
but it also brought some good things.  
Among them, many parents reported 

that the virtual back to school night was a more 
efficient and helpful way to receive information 
from teachers and school leadership than in the 
past. 

This year, we will leverage technology to share 
information with you about your child’s classes 
and/or teachers in advance.  The, the in-person 
gatherings will focus more upon meeting 
teachers, other parents, and fellowship!



Oakton/Reston Shuttle Registration 

Dominion offers a shuttle from Oakton to Reston and from Reston to Oakton twice 
daily.  The service is available on a first-come, first served basis, and sign-ups are 
available HERE.  There is a $750 fee for each leg of  the shuttle (i.e. mornings from 

Reston to Oakton + afternoons from Oakton to Reston = $1,500 for the year).  Shuttle seats are 
offered on an annual basis.  No partial-year slots are available, but we urge families with siblings 
in both Oakton and Reston to connect with one another to assist with transportation between 
these campuses.

Shuttle Schedule 

7:55 a.m. Departure from Oakton 

8:15 a.m. Departure from Reston 

3:45 p.m. Arrival in Reston 

4:00 p.m. Arrival in Oakton 

Please note that departure times 
will be prompt; arrival times vary 
depending upon traf fic , but 
parents must be prepared to pick 
up by 4:00 p.m. in order to avoid a 
late pickup fee.

https://forms.gle/Vk9ANTDLoMSPHaHh6
https://forms.gle/Vk9ANTDLoMSPHaHh6


Enrichment 
Classes

Welcome to New Faculty & Staff Members! 
Dominion is growing, and so is our faculty & staff.  We have been richly blessed with a solid team for the 
2021-2022 school year.  We will introduce them to you via Facebook (our page is available publicly even if  you do 
not have an account) and Instagram between now and the start of  school, and we invite you to join us for drop 
off  day or back to school night to meet them in person.  We will also feature new faculty member bios in a 
separate email to you at the start of  school.

During our spr ing 
video update as well 
as new family tours, 

we explained that Dominion 
has moved towards offering 
fewer cafeteria-style course 
choices so that all students are 
broadly-exposed in academics, 
the arts, and a variety of  other 
rich learning experiences.  This 
year’s enrichment classes are 
listed at right.   

IMPORTANT: Grades 5-9 
are still offered some course 
choices.  If  you are in one of  
these grades, please click 
HERE to make your course 
selections.  Science Olympiad 
requires an application.  If  you 
are in grades 7/8 and  would 
like to be considered for this 
course, please choose it and 
email Mrs. Dykhoff  to request 
an application.  If  we are 
unable to accommodate your 
request, you will be placed in 
the alternative listed.

Grades K-2:	 Visual Arts, Choral Music, Physical Education, Library  

Grade 3:	 Visual Arts, Strings, Physical Education, Latin, Library


Grade 4:	 Visual Arts, Strings, Physical Education, Latin


Grades 5-6:	 Drama OR Choral Music + Visual Arts, Physical 

	 	 Education, Latin


Grade 7:	 Chorale OR Science Olympiad + Physical Education, 

	 	 Latin, Grammar & Composition, and Visual Arts


Grade 8:	 Drama OR Science Olympiad + Physical Education, 

	 	 Latin, Informal Logic, and Debate 

Grade 9:	 Physical Education, Drama, Fundamentals of Persuasion 

Grade 10:	 Foundations of Government, Legal, & Political Systems; 

	 	 Drama; Fundamentals of Persuasion 

Grades 

11-12:		 Christian Apologetics; Visual Arts; Thesis

2021-2022 Enrichment Courses,  
Grades K-12

https://www.facebook.com/DominionSchoolVA
https://www.instagram.com/dominionschoolva/
https://forms.gle/N7tX1kg2AG2qdEDo9
mailto:sdykhoff@dominionschool.com
https://forms.gle/N7tX1kg2AG2qdEDo9
mailto:sdykhoff@dominionschool.com
https://www.facebook.com/DominionSchoolVA
https://www.instagram.com/dominionschoolva/


This Year at Dominion

Enrollment Growth 

Our board and leadership team believe our ideal 
school size is approximately 400-450 students.  
We do not strive to grow for the sake of  

growth.  Yet, enrollment fuels our ability to offer 
programs, build staffing infrastructure needed in order 
to serve students well, and to expand things like 
athletics, the arts and sciences, and eventually our 
facilities.  We also believe that our classical Christian 
mission is good for both students and society. 

We are pleased to announce that Dominion’s total 
2021-2022 enrollment is approaching 250 students.

Oakton 

This fall, we launch a strings program in grades 
3 & 4.  As it develops, the new program will 
move up one grade level at a time until we 

offer a comprehensive grades 3-12 strings offering at 
Dominion.  

The classroom walls at Oakton are being rebuilt, and 
classrooms will return to their previous sizes.  
Likewise, third grade will return to a regular 
classroom. 

We are looking forward to a more ‘normal’ school 
year together, including things like two-session 
lunches and recess, regular dismissal, and procedures.

Reston 

Our Reston Campus will place renewed 
emphasis upon school culture as we 
remember  “the Dominion way” as it relates 

to student expectations and the overall culture of  our 
community.  We also introduce After Hours, a 
program that eliminates late penalties and late work 
by requiring students to remain at school to complete 
items not submitted on time.  Likewise, we will begin 
offering a fee-based academic support program, 
which will be made available to students based upon 
priority/need as well as staff  availability. 

Upper school class changes, house systems, and 
advisory will return to their previous structures, 
though the advisory program will now involve a 
monthly schedule of  topics for conversations with 
students and a quarterly student-parent-advisor 
conference.

Potomac Falls 

At approximately 50 students, Potomac Falls is 
sustainable and strong! 

This year, we add two new teachers, expand art and 
music offerings by bringing Mrs. Gramatges (our on-
faculty music teacher for Oakton and Reston) to 
Potomac Falls for K-2 choral music and Mrs. Smith to 
launch a grades 3-4 strings program alongside our 
existing enrichment courses.  Potomac Falls will also 
begin holding monthly chapels this year; parents are 
always invited to attend. 

Because of  size, Potomac Falls was fortunate to be 
the campus that was least impacted by COVID last 
year, and we anticipate that restrictions will be 
minimal this year as well.


